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“ Wetland restoration and management around the lake is the top priority.to restoring the lake. A large

-

percentage of the lakes pollution was caused by the vegetable farming on the northern shore. These highly
productive “muck farms” were created in the 1940s. A levy was built that reduced the size of the lake by 21,000

acres.

(..)

That’s a long time. He told methat the lake is pretty shallow at only five feet deep at the moment,
compared to whatit used to be at.ten feet, so it might not take that long. But then again the lake is about 31,

000 acres. Anything is possible thoughy anything is possible.

I thought to ask him how much this was all costing, but thought that it might not be too appropriate. So

I looked it up and...the restoration process for Lake Apopka is taking up to 110 million dollars. “

~ J
e
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“The public plays an enormous role in the clean-up. The more careless attitude toward pollution, the longer before
the lake will once again be open to swimmers. The public think throwing one or two pieces of trash out of the
window of their car does not hurt the environment. That assumption is wrong. If every person throws even one
small piece of trash on the ground, the pollution would rapidly build up. Not only is improper disposal of debris and
waste not good for the environment, but it is also punishable by law with a hefty fine. It is not just the accumulation
of solids harming the environment; liquids cause even more damage. It is important that oils, household cleaning

supplies, gasoline, and ammonia are properly disposed of at a landfill or certified disposal location (FOLA.org).”

Kristin Lloyd, Tavares High Schoagl, 10
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ules of Kyoto Protocol, many countries do plan

e the United State’s carbon footprint by even 7% would require

effective as actually reducing carbon output and using smart, renewable energy,

in at least reduce the severity as carbon output both on a global and personal scale.

And so, while planting trees is not a solution to the global warming problem per se, it is certainly a
useful tool if used carefully and correctly. While not changing the way we put carbon into our atmosphere, it
helps take the edge off, because at this time, non-eco friendly travel is unavoidable. So, go ahead, buy a tree.

Just make sure you know what you’re buying.”

Ryan Milejcak, South Lake High School
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ite fruit, whether it is a strawberry or grape. Tast
is flavor all natural or is it genetically altered?
produce or has it been produced natu
is question could be the only question |

r the scrumptious taste of a naturally

crop harvests. Crops can replace n
. A simple two year rotation also helps with pests,
ost ‘organic growers’ use more complex ‘four-t

ful planting to maximize the twenty essential nutrients n

ganic systems can almost remove pests completely. Pests include insects,

Mary Cecil, South Lake Hiagh School, 12" grade



/ “On the other hand, conventional farming is a type of farming that uses chemical fertilizers and pesticidm

to increases the yield from crops, thereby increasing the amount of income that can be made from the selling of
crops (ucdavis). Chemical fertilizers can be very harmful because of the different materials used in them. For

example, some conventional farmers use sewage treatment plant sludge to fertilize their crops (fabric of nature).

bric of nature). The run-off nitrogen causes the
m around it to lose many plants that n
als' habitats throwing of the ecosyste
ps. The problem with pesticides is that
ect the organisms they kill (fabric of nature). This resu
e body. In addition, a new type of co
odifies the genetics of a crop to inc
er is changing the genetic make-up of the food it
enhanced production (earthportals).”

L
Jonathan Johnson, Tavares High School, 10" grad
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mth that puts your soul at peace. Nature gives
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itizens becomes more hostile. Why is that? Is i

ere? Many researchers have takeni

ins the world’s most malicious and barbaric people.

to keep law breakers away from society and to

slapping us in the face at every corner.”

Azshea Lambert, South Lake High School, 12t grade




